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Vice President of the United States, died. In order to pay the
proper respect to this distinguished citizen, the Chicago's sail-
ing was delayed in order to fire a salute of twenty-one minute
guns at noon on the day of his funeral. This ceremony of honor
to his memory being completed, the Chicago sailed for her sta-
tion in South American waters.

The voyage outward included a stop for coal at St. Lucia in
the windward group of the Antilles, and also at Bahia in Brazil.
Good weather and smooth seas prevailed throughout the passage.
The flagship arrived in the roads off Buenos Aires on the morn-
ing of December 24th, after a pleasant passage from New York
of twenty-two steaming days under little more than half-boiler
power. She was placed in quarantine for five days,, in accord-
ance with the regulations of the health authorities of the port,
the restrictions against Brazilian ports being rigidly in force
during the summer months.

It was only necessary to address a note to the senior Ameri-
can naval officer, then in the docks at Buenos Aires, explaining
that there had been no communication with the shore at Bahia;
that the coal taken on board had been received from hulks in
that harbor; that there was no infectious disease at Bahia; and
that the flagship was entirely free from sickness of any kind or
character. The health authorities recognized these facts imme-
diately by releasing the Chicago from quarantine the following
morning.

This prompt consideration of the health authorities permitted
many of the officers and men to spend their Christmas Day with
friends on shore. The day was bright, with warm, balmy tem-
perature, and the novelty of a Christmas dinner with fresh
vegetables and tropical fruits, which abounded in the markets,
gave a relish much enjoyed after the diet of shipboard for the
weeks passed on the passage.

Our wives and sweethearts had sent on board, before the ship
sailed, packages carefully marked with the injunction, "Not to
be opened until Christmas/' and it would be needless to add
that this injunction was carefully observed by all. When the
day came these packages were opened with all the delightful sen-
sations and anticipations of the days of our youth at home, when
the happy illusion of Santa Claus filled the mind and heart.n-
